
6+1 Traits* of 
Writing with

Writing Process

IDEAS:

• Recognizable Purpose
• Controlling Idea  

(Theme / Thesis /            
Topic Sentence)

• Supporting Details 
Clear, Relevant, Functional

ORGANIZATION:
• Structure/Sequence
• Pacing/Balance
• Transitions
• Intro/Conclusion
• Title (If Needed) 

VOICE
• Role & Personality
• Audience & Tone/ Formality

WORD CHOICE:
• Matches Audience (in 

formality, level, relevance)
• Precise & Accurate
• Effective: powerful, creative
• Repetition: purposeful 
• No Redundancy or 

Wordiness 

SENTENCE FLUENCY:

• Sentences flow well
• Varied Types
• Varied Structure/Openers
• Varied Lengths 

FORMATTING (+1):
• Font Style/Size 
• White Space
• Text Features (Subtitles, etc.) 
• Graphics
• Handwriting 
• Formal Standards (MLA, etc.) 

CONVENTIONS (SMOG):
• Spelling
• Mechanics (Punctuation, Capitalization)
• Overuse (Check)
• Grammar 

Prewrite

Rev 1

Publish

Edit

Draft

Rev 2

* = adapted from the 6+1 Traits of Writing by Education Northwest

Copyright 2020 L.Wolf


